Barnes suggested that a report of black pigment from many species of Bacteroides resulted only from H 2 S production by these organisms. The color in the presence of iron is probably not related to the black pigment associated with strains of B. melaninogenicus.
Minute 9. Taxonomy o f Bacteroides melaninagenicus. The problem of the taxonomy of Bacteroides melaninogenicus was discussed at length, especially in relation to the work of Sawyer, MacDonald, and Gibbons (Arch. Oral Biol. 7:685-691).
It appears that there are at least four groups of organisms that produce dark to black colonies on blood agar. A fermentative group of cultures reported by these authors to produce butyric acid is apparently not available to the Subcommittee. The cultures were reported to produce very black colonies. The relationship of those that produce brown colonies is in question since these produce only small amounts of butyric acid. An attempt will be made to obtain additional strains of these groups for examination by any Subcommittee members who are interested. These will be sent out by the Secretary as they are obtained. The Subcommittee would like to unravel this problem as one of its next objectives. Other problems of interest may also be examined according to the wishes of the Subcommittee members. The Secretary also will send other strains to Beerens for the serological studies.
Minute 10. Membership o f the Subcommittee. The possibility of adding new members to the subcommittee was discussed as was the continuing interest of the present membership.
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